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Panama Canal Regulations § 101.4

SUBCHAPTER C—SHIPPING AND NAVIGATION

PART 101—ARRIVING AND DE-
PARTING VESSELS: VARIOUS
COMMUNICATION, DOCU-
MENTATION, SANITATION AND
ADMEASUREMENT REQUIRE-
MENTS

Sec.
101.1 Signal stations at the Canal en-

trances.
101.2 Boarding of arriving vessels.
101.3 Definition and functions of the board-

ing officer.
101.4 Measurement of vessel making maiden

transit.
101.8 Vessel anchorage areas.
101.9 Papers required by boarding officer.
101.10 Same; list.
101.13 Entry and departure of vessels.
101.14 Panama Canal waters; definition.

AUTHORITY: 22 U.S.C. 3811, E.O. 12215, 45 FR
36043, and 44 U.S.C. 3501.

SOURCE: 46 FR 63175, Dec. 30, 1981, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 101.1 Signal stations at the Canal en-
trances.

The Panama Canal Commission
maintains established signal stations
at both the Atlantic and Pacific en-
trances of the Canal. A vessel arriving
at the Canal must communicate with
the signal station which is located at
the entrance of the Canal at which that
vessel arrives. Vessels required to be
equipped with a radiotelephone pursu-
ant to Part 123 of this subchapter must,
upon arrival, communicate with the
appropriate signal station on Channel
12, 156.000 MHz. All other vessels may
use International Code and flashing
light. Such stations are also utilized to
assist in control of traffic within Pan-
ama Canal waters.

CROSS REFERENCE: See Part 123 for provi-
sions respecting radio communication by
vessels prior to arrival and while they are in
Panama Canal waters.

§ 101.2 Boarding of arriving vessels.
(a) Unless otherwise directed, all ar-

riving vessels will anchor in designated
anchorages to await instructions. No
person other than boarding officials of
the Panama Canal Commission and the
Republic of Panama may go on board

or leave any vessel until such vessel
has been entered by the Commission
and where applicable, by the Republic
of Panama.

(b) Arriving vessels that are subject
to inspection for compliance with Pan-
ama Canal shipping and navigation
regulations will normally be boarded
upon arrival inside the breakwater at
the Atlantic entrance of the Canal or
off the seaward end of the dredged,
marked channel at the Pacific en-
trance. When such vessels are not
boarded immediately upon arrival,
they shall anchor in a designated an-
chorage area and await the boarding
official. Weather and sea conditions
permitting, the boarding of vessels
may take place outside of these areas.
Boarding will be performed by a Com-
mission boarding official in accordance
with the procedures established under
this part.

(c) Admeasurement functions shall be
performed on arriving vessels either
while at anchor or during transit.

[46 FR 63175, Dec. 30, 1981, as amended at 56
FR 55632, Oct. 29, 1991]

§ 101.3 Definition and functions of the
boarding officer.

(a) Boarding officer means any offi-
cial or employee of the Panama Canal
Commission who is duly assigned the
functions of a boarding officer, includ-
ing admeasurement and sanitation.

(b) The Commission boarding officer
shall perform the functions of
admeasurer for the purpose of deter-
mining Panama Canal tolls and shall
make inspection for the purpose of in-
suring compliance with Panama Canal
shipping, navigation and sanitation
regulations.

§ 101.4 Measurement of vessel making
maiden transit.

A vessel that arrives after 8 p.m. and
is to make her maiden transit will nor-
mally be admeasured on the following
day.

[31 FR 12287, Sept. 16, 1966]
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§ 101.8 Vessel anchorage areas.
The following areas are designated as

authorized anchorages within Canal
waters:

(a) Atlantic entrance—(1) Merchant-
vessel anchorage. An area to the west of
the Canal channel bounded as follows:
Starting at a point ‘‘A’’, located in po-
sition 9°21′25″ N., 79°55′31″ W., and
marked by lighted buoy No. 2, thence
900 yards 270° true to a point ‘‘B’’ lo-
cated in position 9°21′25″ N., 79°55′58″ W.,
thence to lighted buoy ‘‘I’’, thence to
lighted buoy ‘‘H’’, thence due north to
a point ‘‘C’’ located in position 9°22′07″
N., 79°56′41″ W., thence 2,800 yards 59°
true to a point ‘‘D’’ located in position
9°22′50″ N., 79°55′29″ W., and thence to
the starting point. The line extending
due west from the Cristobal Mole
through lighted beacon No. 1 and light-
ed buoy No. 2 (9°21′25″ North) marks the
southern limit of the anchorage area.
Except as provided by § 105.3, no vessel
shall pass this line without having
been passed by the boarding officer and
without having a Canal pilot on board.

(2) Outside explosive anchorage. An
area bounded by a line from Point A at
position 9°23′53″ N., 79°56′29″ W., thence
to Point B at position 9°24′40″ N.,
79°56′29″ W., thence to Point C at posi-
tion 9°24′40″ N., 79°57′00″ W., thence to
Point D at position 9°23′53″ N., 79°57′00″
W., thence to Point A.

(3) Inside explosive anchorage. The
area included in a rectangle one thou-
sand yards wide immediately south of
the West breakwater, the rectangle ex-
tending 2000 yards along the west
breakwater from a point on the west
breakwater one thousand yards from
the west breakwater light.

(4) Small-craft anchorage. An area to
the east of the Canal channel bounded
as follows: Starting at buoy ‘‘A’’, a
flashing amber buoy located in position
9°20′43″ N., 79′55′10″ W., thence 1075
yards 066° true, through fixed amber
lighted buoy ‘‘B’’ to fixed amber light-
ed buoy ‘‘C’’, thence 375 yards 143° true,
thence 1760 yards 233° true to the east
prism of the Canal channel, thence due
north 410 yards to flashing special an-
chorage buoy ‘‘3’’, thence 525 yards 023°
true to the starting point at buoy ‘‘A’’.

(b) Gatun Lake anchorage. An area
immediately east of the Canal channel
line, bounded by a line extending from

the south end of the east wing-wall of
Gatun Locks, thence 450 yards 120°
true, thence 676 yards 146° true to flash-
ing special anchorage buoy ‘‘A’’, thence
1,415 yards 078° true to flashing special
anchorage buoy ‘‘1’’, thence 1,199 yards
155° true to flashing special anchorage
buoy ‘‘3’’, thence 2,314 yards 225° true
through special anchorage buoy ‘‘5’’ to
special anchorage buoy ‘‘7’’, thence 901
yards 220° true to special anchorage
buoy ‘‘9’’, thence 952 yards 205° true to
the Canal channel line at flashing buoy
‘‘11’’, the channel prism line being the
westerly boundary line of the anchor-
age area.

(c) Pacific entrance—(1) Merchant-ves-
sel anchorage. An area bounded as fol-
lows: Beginning at a point in position
8°51′50″ N., 79°30′00″ W., marked by a
lighted, whistle buoy which is painted
with alternating black and white verti-
cal stripes and which shows short-long
flashing white light every 8 seconds
(i.e., light 0.4 second, eclipse 0.4 second,
light 1.6 seconds, eclipse 5.6 seconds),
thence due east to longitude 79°28′00″
W., thence due north to 8°54′31″ N.,
thence due west toward Flamenco Is-
land Light to a point 8°54′31″ N.,
79°30′46″ W., thence southwestward
touching the northwest corner of San
Jose Rock to position 8°53′27″ N.,
79°31′23″ W., marked by canal-entrance
lighted buoy No. 2, thence southeast-
ward to the point of beginning.

(2) Explosive anchorage. An area south
of Naos Island bounded on the east by
a line drawn south (true) from canal-
entrance lighted buoy No. 1; on the
south by a line drawn east (true) from
Tortolita Island, and in the north and
west by the curve of 30 foot depth.

(d) If there are any discrepancies be-
tween the designated anchorage areas
as described in this section and the an-
chorage areas described in paragraph 4
of Annex A of the Agreement in Imple-
mentation of Article III of the Panama
Canal Treaty of 1977 and the attach-
ments thereto, the description in the
treaty documents shall govern.

[50 FR 19678, May 10, 1985]

§ 101.9 Papers required by boarding
officer.

On arrival, there shall be ready for
immediate inspection or delivery, as
the case may be, to the boarding officer

VerDate 06-NOV-97 13:12 Nov 06, 1997 Jkt 174126 PO 00000 Frm 00070 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\OLD_ECFR\174126.020 174126



71

Panama Canal Regulations § 101.10

1 Required only if vessel transits Canal.
2 Required only if vessel is carrying

packaged, dangerous goods.
3 Required only if vessel is carrying dan-

gerous cargo in bulk.

the required number of copies of papers
concerning tonnage of vessel, cargo,
and such other matters upon which in-
formation is necessary, as are pre-
scribed by § 101.10. The required mani-
fests, lists and statements shall be
sworn to by the Master or agent of the
vessel. Vessels will not be permitted to
transit until properly cleared by the
boarding officer. Failure to present the
required papers to boarding officers
could result in loss of the vessel’s rel-
ative position in the movement sched-
ule and delay in granting the necessary
permission to depart.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 3207–0001)

[46 FR 63175, Dec. 30, 1981, as amended at 50
FR 26991, July 1, 1985]

§ 101.10 Same; list.
(a) Documents for Commission Boarding

Officer. All documents listed below
shall be ready for immediate delivery
to the boarding officer when he boards
the vessel upon each arrival of the ves-
sel at the Canal.

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED

(1) Ship’s Information and Quar-
antine Declaration (Panama Canal
Form 4398)—1 copy.

(2) Cargo Declaration (Panama Canal
Form 4363)—1 copy.1

(3) Crew List (Panama Canal Form
1509)—1 Copy

(4) Passenger List (Panama Canal
Form 20)—1 copy.

(5) Dangerous Cargo Manifest—1
copy.2

(6) Loading Plan—1 copy.3
(7) Panama Canal Tonnage Certifi-

cate—1 copy.1

(8) Ship’s plans (general arrange-
ment, engine room, capacity, mid-ship,
etc.)—1 copy.1

(b) Documents for examination only.
The following documents shall be
available for inspection by the Com-
mission boarding officer:

(1) Ship’s log,
(2) All ship’s documents pertaining to

cargo, classification, construction,

load lines, equipment, safety, sanita-
tion, and tonnage,

(3) SOLAS certificate, for ships car-
rying dangerous cargo in bulk,

(4) An International Oil Pollution
certificate, for ships carrying dan-
gerous cargo in bulk, and

(5) Certificates showing compliance
with the International Convention on
Standards of Training, Certification
and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978
(STCW), if the nation of registry has
implemented the convention standards.
If the nation of registry has not imple-
mented the STCW convention, then
certifications issued or accepted by the
registry nation attesting to the quali-
fications of officers and crew will be
accepted by the agency. Certification
requirements will apply only to offi-
cers and crew responsible for the safe
handling of the vessel.

(c) Crew list. For the purposes of addi-
tional identification of crew members,
all copies of the crew list required by
this section shall include for each sea-
man the serial number of his certifi-
cate of identification, continuous dis-
charge book, passport or other satisfac-
tory identifying documentation. In ad-
dition, the given name and middle ini-
tial, as well as the family name, shall
be shown for all seamen.

(d) Passenger list. The passenger list
required by this section shall be in ac-
curate and legible form and shall be de-
livered to the boarding officer. The list
shall show passengers in alphabetical
order.

(e) Dangerous cargo manifest. The dan-
gerous cargo manifest for vessels car-
rying packaged dangerous goods, as de-
fined in § 113.2(m) of this title, shall
show the correct technical name, Unit-
ed Nations number, International Mar-
itime Organization class and division,
storage location, and quantity for each
packaged dangerous good carried as
cargo.

(f) Loading plan. The loading plan for
vessels carrying dangerous cargo in
bulk, as defined in § 113.2(f) of this title,
shall show the location of cargo tanks
or holds and the correct technical
name, United Nations number, Inter-
national Maritime Organization class
and division, and quantity of dangerous
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cargo carried in each cargo tank or
hold.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 3207–0001)

[50 FR 19678, May 10, 1985, as amended at 54
FR 37326, Sept. 8, 1989]

§ 101.13 Entry and departure of ves-
sels.

(a) An arriving vessel shall be en-
tered at either the Pacific or Atlantic
entrance. A vessel is entered by the
Canal Commission authorities upon the
report of the boarding officer and it is
not necessary for the Master to come
ashore for that purpose. At the discre-
tion of the Marine Director, a vessel
may be denied entry for failure to com-
ply with Panama Canal regulations. In
certain cases vessels may be provision-
ally entered. When provisional entry is
granted, vessels may remain in Canal
waters only under the conditions set
forth in the provisional entry. Permis-
sion to enter port waters will be given
by the Republic of Panama.

(b) Any vessel that has entered or has
provisionally entered the Canal shall,
prior to its departure therefrom, obtain
permission from the Marine Director or
designee. Permission to depart shall be
issued only after that official has been
satisfied that:

(1) All documents and statistical data
required for entry or provisional entry
by the Canal authorities respecting the
vessel and its cargo have been fur-
nished; and

(2) Tolls and other charges for serv-
ices or supplies furnished by the Pan-
ama Canal Commission have been paid
or the payment secured.

[46 FR 63175, Dec. 30, 1981, as amended at 55
FR 11908, Mar. 30, 1990]

§ 101.14 Panama Canal waters; defini-
tion.

As used in this Subchapter, the term
‘‘Panama Canal waters’’ or ‘‘Canal wa-
ters’’ refers to all waters lying within
the Canal operating area described in
Annex A of the Agreement in Imple-
mentation of Article III of the Panama
Canal Treaty of 1977 between the Unit-
ed States of America and the Republic
of Panama and depicted in attach-
ments thereto.

PART 103—GENERAL PROVISIONS
GOVERNING VESSELS

Sec.
103.1 Regulations to be kept aboard.
103.2 Denial of passage to dangerous vessel.
103.3 Discovery of defect in vessel during

transit or while under way.
103.4 Load and trim.
103.5 Deck load.
103.6 Size and draft limitations of vessels.
103.7 Authority to deny transit.
103.10 Vessels required to be equipped with

certain indicators.
103.11 Vessels without mechanical signal

system to engine room subject to delay
in transiting.

103.12 Discharge of firearms.
103.13 Firing of salutes.
103.14 Colors and house flags.
103.15 Boarding vessels at anchor or under-

way.
103.16 Meals to be furnished by vessel in cer-

tain cases.
103.17 Boat for handling lines.
103.18 Pilot ladders, hoists and side ports.
103.19 Requirement for pilot shelter plat-

forms.
103.20 Disabling of engines.
103.21 Precautions against emission of

sparks, smoke or noxious gases.
103.25 Fishing or placing of nets or other ob-

structions prohibited.
103.26 Obstructions not to be placed across

channels or anchorages.
103.27 Clear view forward from the bridge

and steering light requirement for cer-
tain vessels.

103.28 Towing of certain vessels required.
103.29 Anchoring in Panama Canal waters.
103.30 Requirements for all dead tows.
103.32 Engine orders to be recorded.
103.33 Navigation in Gaillard Cut.
103.34 Same; Control by Canal Operations

Captain.
103.39 Arrow signals; locks.
103.40 Transit schedules; pennants.
103.41 Ships to display schedule number.
103.42 Maneuvering characteristics; data re-

quired.

AUTHORITY: 22 U.S.C. 3791, E.O. 12215, 45 FR
36043, 3 CFR, 1981 Comp., p. 257.

SOURCE: 46 FR 63176, Dec. 30, 1981, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 103.1 Regulations to be kept aboard.
All vessels shall keep aboard not less

than one copy of the current regula-
tions contained in Subchapters A, B,
and C of this chapter. Vessels arriving
for the first time without such regula-
tions aboard shall obtain them through
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